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Lukáš Makke – Check of Art and Kitsch, 2004
Pražák Palace, Moravian Gallery in Brno, Husova 18, Brno 
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Yvona Ferencová

Low on the ground level, levitated object made of glass by Lukáš Makke called Check, Art and Kitsch (2004), complies formally and by its function with its pretentious ancestors (crystal chandeliers). Glittering fame of the defunct times, of a muted words rustle and fabrics of crinolines, jingles of glass and cutlery which is connected with these numb partakers, comes alive of scarcely any. As exotic animals in cages of abandoned settlements, with the loss of their native territory, they look shabby, despite their good condition. They are stored in spacious depositories of former residences – thus they are only a record of past, they are the item of archive reports. These glass fountains of glittering drops made from pure glass material, light catchers in a shiver of scarcely recognizable movement of rotating mirror surface which map the surrounding whirling, they have become the model for Lukáš Makke object, who took charge of their resuscitation. It is an extensively different object in its final form, which partly lost its original function – demonstration of gleam and luxury; it is composed of “worthless” daily used objects. Beer bottles, beverage packaging, which is daily presented to us by media as an inevitable proof of masculinity, and which is nowadays, with its selling success and export, comparable to the lost fame of Czech glass, creates a basis for the object which is supplemented with other ordinary made glass castings, representatives of excessive consumption. To answer a question which concerns the name of the object and which is connected to the verification of a seriousness of a given object, we offer you a possible interpretation close to that of Tomáš Kulka, which he published in his book Art and Kitsch. The author suggests a definition of kitsch. According to his given criteria, this object is in many aspects in favour of such kitsch – as far as the universal motive, its strong emotive life, an easily identifiable theme and the general comprehensibility is concerned. What it definitely does not match up to, is the absence of hidden meanings and enriching associations. And it is right this imperfection, caused by the author’s aspiration, especially in the period when borders within art and kitsch are merely perceptible, which places this work at the side of art.  
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